WI-409 c. 1870
Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Hebron vicinity

Public worship

Formally known as the Ebenezer United Methodist Church, this single-story gable-
front frame church was erected around 1870, and it is one of two historic structures
that define the rural community of Rockawalkin. The congregation traces its
organization to 1839, although a Methodist chapel is located in this area as early as the
mid 1790s, as indicated on Dennis Griffith’s Map of the State of Maryland.

The 1870 church is similar to other third quarter of the nineteenth-century
structures with basic references to the Greek Revival style. Although covered with
artificial siding, the rectangular frame church has a gable-front principal elevation
trimmed with wide corner pilasters. The interior is lighted by leaded glass windows
that were added at a later time. A twentieth century church hall has extended the

original building and more than doubled its size. The church is joined on the lot by a

nineteenth- and twentieth-century cemetery bounded by a decorative iron fence.




MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION

RESOURCE NAME: Rockawalkin Church

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER:  WI-409

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE.PLAN DATA

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture
Religion
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. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore
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- Chronological/Development Period(s): Industrial/Urban Dominance
: 870-1930
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- Resource Type(s): Church
Cemetery
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1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Rockawalkin Church

and/or common Ebenezer United Methodist Church

2. Location

street & number 6777 Rockawalkin Road ____not for publication
city, town Hebron _X_ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Wicomico
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district — public X __ occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum
_Xbuilding(s) _X_private —_ unoccupied ____ commercial __ park
_ structure — both —_work in progress ___ educational ____ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessibie ____ entertainment -3¢ religious
— object ____in process x yes: restricted —_government _ scientific
—_ being considered —yes: unrestricted —__industrial - transportation
x not applicable __ no ____ military ___other:

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Trustees of Ebenezer United Methodist Church
street & number C/0 of Rev. Bill Sterling telephone no.:
6777 Rockawalkin Road .
city, town Hebron state and zip code Maryland 21830

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber
street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio
clty, town Salisbury state MD 21801

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

—+itle

date _ federal ___ state ___county ____ local

deposltory for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. WI-409

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent —_deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

— X good —__ruins _X_altered —_ moved date of move
__ fair —__ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Rockawalkin Church, formally known as the Ebenezer United Methodist
Church, stands at 6777 Rockawalkin Road southeast of Hebron, Wicomico County.
Maryland. The church faces northwest with the gable oriented on a
northwest/southeast axis.

2

Dating around 1870, the single-story gable-front frame church is supported
on a continuous brick foundation that includes an excavated cellar. The church is
sheathed with aluminum siding, and the steeply pitched roof is covered with asphalt
shingles. Attached to the northeast side is a single story hyphen and lateral church
hall that gives the entire building a rough H shape. '

The northwest elevation, which faces Rockawalkin Road, is a gable-front
facade with a small gable roofed vestibule centered on the three-bay wall. A
double-door entrance is topped by a single-pane frosted glass transom. Small single
pane sash windows pierce the sides of the vestibule. The entrance vestibule is
flanked by rectangular colored glass windows. The wall is otherwise sheathed with
aluminum siding. Corner pilasters as well as the extended eave and sloped soffit is
wrapped in aluminum.

The southwest side is marked by three rectangular colored glass windows.
An exterior entrance to the cellar is accessed by a set of brick steps.

The southeast (rear) gable end is largely covered by a later single story
addition, and a modern hyphen and church hall are attached to the northeast side.
Colored glass windows from the original church, were repositioned in the addition.

Located on the southwest side of the church is a nineteenth and twentieth
century cemetery surrounded by a decorative iron fence incorporating a double
door gate on the northeast side. Tapered fence posts, topped by bulbous finials,
anchor a pair of gates distinguished by curled iron decoration and arrow pointed
vertical rods.



8. Significance Survey No.  WI-409

eriod Areas of Significance—-Check and justify below

____ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture =__ religion

___1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

—_1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___ economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 _xX  architecture —__education — mllitary —__soclal/

—1700-1799 ____ art —___ engineering — muslc humanitarian

— 3 1800-1899 ___ commerce __ exploration/settiement ____ philosophy ____ theater

— 1900 ____ communications . industry —__politics/government ___ transportation
____invention __ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _A B X C _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: __ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Formally known as the Ebenezer United Methodist Church, this single-story gable-
front frame church was erected around 1870, and it is one of two historic structures
that define the community of Rockawalkin. The congregation traces its organization
to 1839, although a Methodist chapel is located in this area as early as the mid 1790s,
as indicated on Dennis Griffith’s Map of the State of Maryland.'

The 1870 church is similar to other third quarter of the nineteenth-century
structures with basic references to the Greek Revival style. Although covered with
artificial siding, the rectangular frame church has a gable-front principal elevation
trimmed with wide corner pilasters. The interior is lighted by leaded glass windows
that were added at a later time. A twentieth century church hall has extended the
original building and more than doubled its size. The church is joined on the lot by a
nineteenth and twentieth century cemetery bounded by a decorative iron fence.

! Edward C. Papenfuse and Joseph M. Coale, III, The Hammond-Harwood House Atlas of
Historical Maps of Maryland, 1608-1908, The Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore and
London, 1982. p. 52.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-409

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangie name Quadrangle scale

UTM References o NOT complete UTM references

ol I O O O T O T T Lt Lo L bbby o

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
R N T P g N T T T
T I O T O I O T N S O T T O T T
3 I I T T T T T CH I B I A T T T
Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
namet/titie Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian
organization Private Consultant date 2/16/99
street & number P. O. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094
city or town Westover state Maryland 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: land Historical Trust

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST.
DHCP/DHCD
and 21401 100 COWMUNITY PLACE
CROWNSVILLE, MD 210322023
-~ B14-760Q -

Annapolis, Ma
(301) 269-2438
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